
 
TIMBERCROFT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Timbercroft Lane, Plumstead, London, SE18 2SG 
Tel: 020 8854 6915 

www.timbercroftschool.org.uk Twitter: @Timbercroftps 

Home – School Agreement: Physical Chastisement 

Name of child ………………………………………… ​ ​ Class……………………….……… 

(Please complete one form per child attending the school) 

Schools have a statutory responsibility under section 175 of the Education Act 2002 to 
safeguard and promote the welfare of children both in and out of  school. 

Here at Timbercroft we want to ensure all of our children are safe and we are following the 
recommendations from the Metropolitan Police and the Lead Authority Designated Officer (LADO) for 
safeguarding. 

The law 
UK law protects every child up to the age of 18 years from cruel and abusive  treatment by their 
parents and carers. 
•​It is against the law for a parent to use physical punishment on their child that causes marks. 
•​It is illegal to use an implement to hit a child. 
•​Parents who cause deliberate harm to their child could face criminal prosecution. 
•​It is against the law for anyone who is not the child's parent to use ANY form of physical 

punishment. 

If a child makes a disclosure to a member of staff which incorporates any of the above, the 
DSL will contact the Police and/or Children’s Services and will act on the advice provided. 

As a parent/guardian I understand that I am responsible for disciplining my children or those under 
my care when they are not in school. I am aware and fully understand that the use of physical force 
in disciplining them may be illegal in certain circumstances. This may include where an implement 
(e.g. belt, stick, slipper) has been used or where the use of that force has resulted in visible injury 
and the use of prolonged physical stress positions. (This is where children are placed in a position of 
discomfort for a long period of time). I understand in these circumstances the school has a statutory 
duty to report such incidents to Children’s Social Care and that the police may be asked to 
investigate. 

http://www.timbercroftschool.org.uk/


Should you want further advice and information on statutory guidance, legislation and parenting 
support please see: 

-​ the school’s Child Protection policy on the school’s website  
-​ Greenwich Safeguarding Children Board website provides advice for parents and  carers, ​
​ including information on positive and effective disciplining methods: 

 www.greenwichsafeguardingchildren.org.uk  
 
ALL parents/carers must sign and print their names here: 
​
Parent/Carer 1 Signature & Printed Name: 

_____________________________________​ ​ ​ Date: __________________________ 

Parent/Carer 2 (if applicable) Signature & Printed Name: 

_____________________________________​ ​ ​ Date: __________________________ 

This form must be completed and returned to the school before ​
your child can start with us. ​

​
We will be happy to provide you with a copy should you wish. Any non-returns we will be following up 

as a matter of safeguarding for that child. 

●​ Please may I request that a copy of the agreement be sent to me* 
●​ I do not wish for a copy to be sent to me*  

*please delete as applicable 

Many thanks, 

Miss Mollett (Executive Headteacher/Deputy DSL) 

Miss Cartwright  (/Head of School/DSL) 

 


	(Please complete one form per child attending the school) 

